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on a Saturday, a cornfactor on a Wednesday and
Friday, or a Blackwell-hall man on a Thursday; you
may as well say a country shopkeeper should go a
hunting on a market-day, or go a feasting at the
fair day of the town where he lives ; and yet riding
and hunting are otherwise lawful diversions, and., in
their kind, very good for exercise and health.

I am not for making a galley-slave of a shop-
keeper, and have him chained down to the oar; but
if he be a wise, a prudent, and a diligent tradesman,
he will allow himself as few excursions as possible.

Business neglected is business lost; it is true,
there are some businesses which require less at-
tendance than othei\s, and give a man less occasion
of application; but in general that tradesman who
can satisfy himself to be absent from his business,
must not expect success; if he is above the cha-
racter of a diligent tradesman, he must then be
above the business too, and should leave it to some-
body that will think it worth his while to mind it
better.

Nor, indeed, is it possible a tradesman should be
master of any of the qualifications which I have set
down to denominate him complete, if he neglects
his shop and his time, following his pleasures and
diversions.

For a tradesman to follow his pleasures, which
indeed is generally attended with a slighting his
business, leaving his shop to servants or others, it
is evident that his heart is not in his business; that
he does not delight in it or look on it with plea-
sure. To a complete tradesman there is no pleasure
equal to that of being in his business, no delight
equal to that of seeing trade flow in upon him, and
to be satisfied that he goes on prosperously. He will
never thrive that cares not whether he thrives or
no ; as trade is the chief employment of his life, and